Sycamore Valley Academy
Curriculum and Instruction Policy 12-002
Student Assessment and Grades

l. PURPOSE

The purpose of student assessments is to help students,
parents/guardians and teachers determine individual students’ growth,
mastery of academic standards, appropriate placement, and areas
needing improvement in order to enhance teaching and Iearning.
Evaluations of student progress are based on numerous measures of
student performance that provide an extensive scope of the student’s
learning.

I STATE AND FEDERAL ASSESSMENTS

SVA students shall participate in all state and federal required
assessments. Such assessments provide SVA with information not only
for students, but for the evaluation of programs and future planning. State
and federal assessments also indicate SVA's effectiveness in carrying out
its educational mission.

Whenever assessments required by law are administered, the
Principal/Superintendent of SVA or his/her designee shall provide
parents/guardians written notice of the date of the examination, the uses
and importance of the examination, and, when available, the student’s test
results.

All assessments required by the state or federal law will be administered
according to law on the dates required by law.

Special Education students shall participate in state and federal
assessments according to their Individualized Education Program.
Parents/guardians may obtain for their student an exemption from the
state and federal examinations only by written request sent to the
Principal/Superintendent of SVA or his/her designee.

. LOCAL ASSESSMENTS

In selecting or developing local assessments, the Principal/Superintendent
or his/her designee shall consider its reliability, its validity for the intended
purpose and for various student populations, and the extent to which it
corresponds to the material that is being taught The the
Principal/Superintendent or his/her designee shall ensure that
assessments are administered in accordance with law and, if appropriate,
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the test publisher's directions and that test administration procedures are
fair and equitable for all students.

ASSESSMENT RESULTS AND DATA ANALYSIS

The Principal/Superintendent or his/her designee shall provide
professional development to assist teachers and paraprofessionals in
interpreting and using assessment data to improve student performance
and the instructional program. As appropriate, assessment results shall be
disaggregated by student subgroup, classroom, grade level, or school site
to allow for critical analysis of student needs.

GRADING

Grades serve a valuable instructional purpose by helping students and
parents/guardians identify the student's areas of strength and those areas
needing improvement. Parents/guardians and students have the right to
receive course grades that represent an accurate evaluation of each
individual student's achievement. The Principal/Superintendent or his/her
designee shall establish and regularly evaluate a uniform grading system,
and shall ensure that student grades conform to this system.

SVA’s student progress reports provide information on student learning,
growth, areas for improvement, and next steps. Progress reports are
student-centered and clearly distinguish between academic and non-
acadmic (e.g., citizenship) progress. Behavior, effort, attendance,
classroom participation, and homework shall be evaluated and reported
separately, not as part of the student's academic grade. Grades shall be
based on impartial, consistent observation of the quality of the student's
work and his/her mastery of course content and learning targets.. In
addition, annual non-academic goals shall be set by the teacher,
parents/guardians, and student, and progress on these tracked regularly.

The teacher shall determine a student’s grade. The grade assigned by the
teacher shall not be changed by the Board or the Superintendent except
as provided by law, Board policy and administrative regulation. (Education
Code 49066). Progress on academic and non-academic standards and
goals may be communicated with parents through parent/teacher
conferences, informal parent meetings, phone calls, and notes home.
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